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$300M Calgary Courts Centre

Skyscraper largest design-build
project Alberta has ever initiated

CCA committee brief urges Ottawa to:

By Jim VEENBAAS
DCN CORRESPONDENT
EbmoNnTON

Competing demands for function and
form have convinced the Alberta govern-
ment to use design-build for a new court
building in Calgary.

The $300-million skyscraper, sched-
uled for completion in 2007, is the largest
design-build project ever undertaken by
the Alberta government.

“We’ve often had very creative design
teams do wonderful things in terms of
aesthetics, but it ends up costing us a lot
in terms of operations,” said Diane Dal-
gleish, listing one of the reasons the
province opted for design-build on such a
large project.

“We’ve had buildings that are great
looking, but they didn’t work from a
property management point of view. The
bottom line is getting a building done and
having it work for the users and property
managers.”

When it’s complete, the Calgary
Courts Centre will feature two towers, 24
and 20 stories tall, linked together by an

By GRANT CAMERON
STAFF WRITER

The federal government should use
proceeds from last week’s sale of Petro-
Canada shares to provide a one-time
“shot-in-the-arm” funding boost to the
National Highway System, says a brief
prepared by the Road and Infrastructure
Program (TRIP) of Canada, a committee
of the Canadian Construction Association.

The federal government has completed
the sale of its remaining 19 per cent stake
in Petro-Canada Inc. for nearly $3.2 bil-
lion.

“The government has a large number of
tools at its disposal to invest in the Nation-
al Highway System,” the brief says. “A
dedicated gas tax, public-private partner-
ship arrangements, bilateral funding

Give National Highway System
one-time ‘shot-in-the-arm’

agreements, bond issues, the use of
regional development agency funds, and
so forth, all represent legitimate funding
tools that Ottawa can use-in conjunction
with its provincial partners—to boost
highway funding.”

However, the brief notes, there was an
announcement in the 2004 federal budget
that provides another—and entirely logi-
cal—means to increase funding for the
National Highway System.

“The 2004 budget announced that the
federal government was going to share its
remaining shares in Petro-Canada, which
would reap an estimated $2.5-$3 billion
for federal coffers.”

In fact, Petro-Canada sold its remaining
19-per-cent stake in the company for total
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Top: a rendering of the $300-million Calgary Courts Centre, now under construc-

tion (above).
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Costs kill construction of $80M stadium

TORONTO

The University of Toronto
will not proceed with the
construction of a new Varsity
Stadium, which was to be
the future home of the
Toronto Argonauts and a
possible site for the 2007
World Youth Soccer Cham-
pionship.

“We were sidelined by
the cost,” said vice-president
Jon Dellandrea.

The stadium was to cost
$80 million, but Dellandrea
said costs had risen to more
than $100 million.

The university, in partner-
ship with the federal and
provincial governments, the
Argonauts and the Canadian
Soccer Association, had
planned to build the new
Varsity Stadium on the same
site as the old one at Devon-
shire and Bloor streets.

It was to include an eight-
lane running track, regula-
tion-size football and soccer
field as well as retail and
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commercial space.

“In ensuring we were
being responsible by investi-
gating all the impacts of the
project, we concluded that it
could not be managed under
a reasonable cost structure,”
Dellandrea said in a state-
ment last Thursday.

“We feel that moving ah-

ead with this proposal is not
economically responsible
and not in keeping with our
commitments to our part-
ners. This partnership was
premised on an $80-million
project. This is now unrealis-
tic. We will now need to re-
evaluate available options.”
The Canadian Press
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Tower site in hand

Donald Trump’s partner in $500-million Toronto tower
project has acquired downtown building site. See page 2.

What's underneath

Toxic soil in old dump on Parliament Hill would cost
$48.5 million to clean up, report says. See page 3.
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